[Disappearance of coronary collateral circulation during a crisis of spontaneous angina. The role of spasm].
Disappearance of the collateral coronary circulation was observed during an attack of spontaneous angina. During coronary angiography, the patient developed precordial pain, ST depression in Leads I, II, III, AVL, AVF, and V2 to V6. The two coronary arteries were opacified: there was no change in the left coronary tree but the collateral circulation arising from the right coronary artery and revascularising the obstructed left anterior descending artery the ECG reverted to its previous state and the collateral circulation reappeared. This case suggests that coronary artery spasm may lead to disappearance of the collateral circulation. It raises problems of methodology in the demonstration of spastic phenomena and emphasises the role of the collateral circulation in the genesis of ischaemia. It is another illustration of coronary artery spasm accompanied by ST depression.